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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-11, 14-16 are presented for examination. 

2. Claims 12-13, 17-45 are cancelled. 

3. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1. 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 10/3/05 has been 
entered. 

The New Grounds of Rejection 

4. Applicant's amendment and argument with respect to claims 1-11, 14-16 on 12/8/05 have 
been fully considered but they are deemed to be moot in views of the new grounds of 
rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 {JSC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty denned in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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6. Claims 1-5, 7-1 1, 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Helfman, US Patent Number 6,1 19, 135, hereinafter Helfman. 

7. Referring to claim 1, Helfman teaches a system (figure 3 system 18), comprising: 

a. a plurality of web servers (web servers 22 ad 24, Col 3 lines 35-36) configured to 
return first content (webpage) to requesting client device (Clients 28 and 30, Col 3 
lines 34-35)(Col 3 lines 50-53, client retrieves webpages from web servers); 

b. wherein the returned content (web page) includes a reference (Col 1 lines 43-48, 
webpage contains URL to displayed image of the webpage) to second content 
(Col 1 lines 43-48, lines 64-67, second content are the images) from the central 
logging server (Col 1 lines 64-67, images are stored in cache 38); 

c. wherein the central logging server logs request for the first content in response to 
requests for the second content (Col 1 line 67-Col 2 line 2, URL of the webpage is 
logged upon retrieval of the displayed webpage images). 

8. Referring to claim 2, Helfman teaches a system as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
plurality of web servers, the central logging servers, and the plurality of requesting client 
devices are communicatively coupled via the Internet (figure 3 Internet 26, Col 3 lines 
34-39). 

9. Referring to claim 3, Helfman teaches a system as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
reference has embedded therein information identifying the first content (Col 2 lines 1-2, 
images are associated with webpage). 

10. Referring to claim 4, Helfman teaches a system as recited in claim 1, wherein the central 
logging server logs information received in cookies accompanying the requests for the 
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second content (Col 2 lines 1-2, Col 3 lines 52-54, the logged URL to the images are 
retrieved from the webpage retrieved from the web server). 

11. Referring to claim 5, Helfman teaches a system as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
reference comprises Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) tag (Col 1 lines 21-24, URL 
of the images embedded in an HTML webpage is using HTML tags). 

12. Referring to claim 7, Helfman teaches a system as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
reference comprise references to one or more transparent graphic images (Col 2 lines 60- 
65, transparent image is a popular type of a image object). 

13. Referring to claim 8, Helfman teaches a method comprising: 

a. receiving requests for first content (Col 3 lines 50-53, client retrieves webpages 
from web servers); and 

b. returning, in response to the requests, the requested first content (Col 3 lines 50- 
53, client retrieves webpages from web servers), wherein said first content 
includes a reference (Col 1 lines 43-48, webpage contains URL to displayed 
image of the webpage) to second content (Col 1 lines 43-48, lines 64-67, second 
content are the images) that causes information regarding the request for the first 
content to be logged at a remote logging server (Col 1 line 67-Col 2 line 2, URL 
of the webpage is logged upon retrieval of the displayed webpage images). 

14. Referring to claim 9, Helfman teaches a method as recited in claim 8, wherein the 
references to the second content refer to content available from the remote logging server 
(Col 1 lines 64-67). 
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15. Referring to claim 10, Helfman teaches a method as recited in claim 8, wherein the 
second content comprises a transparent graphic images (Col 2 lines 60-65, transparent 
image is a popular type of a image object). 

16. Referring to claim 11, Helfman teaches a method as recited in claim 8, wherein the 
second content comprises one or more graphic images (Col 1 lines 43-45, displayed web 
page image corresponds to the second content). 

17. Referring to claim 14, Helfman teaches a system as recited in claim 8, wherein the 
reference comprises Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) tag (Col 1 lines 21-24, URL 
of the images embedded in an HTML webpage is using HTML tags). 

18. Referring to claim 15, Helfman teaches a system as recited in claim 8, wherein the 
second content comprises a web page (URL corresponds to a web page Col 1 lines 43- 
45). 

19. Referring to claim 16, claim 16 encompasses the same scope of the invention as that of 
the claim 8. Therefore, claim 16 is rejected for the same reason as the claim 8. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

20. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

21. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Helfman in views 
of Nguyen, US Patent Number 6,535,916, hereinafter Nguyen. 
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Helfman teaches a system comprising a plurality of web servers in claim 1 (refer 
to rejection in claim 1). 

Helfman does not teach web server further logs request locally. 

However, Nguyen teaches web server logs user requests locally (Col 3 lines 36- 

47.) 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate the method of logging user request in a web server 
of Nguyen in Helfman because both Nguyen and Helfman teaches inventions regarding 
user requesting web page from web servers. 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
modification to Helfman because having the web server logging request from users 
allow server to study the activities of Web site visitors as taught by Nguyen (Col 2 lines 
41-43.) 

Conclusion 

22. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Liang-che Alex Wang whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3992. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am 
to 5:00 pm. 

23. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571)272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300, 
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24. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Liang-che Alex Wang 
January 12, 2006 
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